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1.   

 

What does FCVCS mean to you? FCVCS is more then just a 
school.  More then just a group of classmates and teachers. It's a 
family. At FCVCS we formed close relationships with teachers and 
other students. If you ever needed to talk there was always some-
one to listen and to pray with you, whether it was a teacher or a 
classmate.  Did FCVCS impact or change your life in any way? 
In January of my junior year we had a group come in to sing and share testimonies with 
us. I realized that in my walk with Christ I was just going through the motions. Iôd go to 
church, go to a Christian school, even have devotions, but they were just motions I was 
going through. I never really got into it. That day I realized I just didnôt want to go through 
the motions anymore, but deciding to do something and actually doing it are two different 

things. Without the people at FCVCS keeping me accountable and 
counseling me, I would still be going through the motions, and not liv-
ing my life to the fullest for Christ.  Did FCVCS prepare you for life 
after school and beyond? French Creek gave me a clear perspective 
on how a Godly woman should conduct herself, and keep Godly mor-
als utmost in her mind, and to not compromise them, whether in a 
Christian setting or a secular one.  Share some memories from 
FCVCS? One of my favorite memories at French Creek was youth 
group that we had on Saturday nights. I just loved going and playing 
games, praising God, and fellowshipping with my classmates and 
teachers!  What made you decide to go to Haiti? 
When I was in sixth grade my church youth group 
went on a mission's trip to Mexico. I wasn't able to go 
because I was too young, but when they came back I 

heard stories about people they had met and experiences they had. 
Ever since then I knew I wanted to go on a mission's trip, but I never 
had the opportunity. So when I heard people were going to Haiti I was 
so excited, and knew that I wanted to go!  What were you expecting 
to see when you got to Haiti? I was expecting to see everyone dressed in rags, or even 
to have nothing on. I was surprised to see that a lot of people wore designer clothes. The 
missionaries told me that those were the only pair of clothes they owned, but theyôd take 
really good care of them, because they want to be so much like Americans.  What was 
Haiti really like? The poverty in Haiti was so much worse then I thought it would be. I 
remember driving from the airport to the orphanage and I was just amazed at how bad it 
really was. Sewage lined the streets because they had no sewer system, and there 
would be random piles of garbage in the road because there was no real place to put it. 
Pictures that you see of third world countries don't even come close to showing how bad 
it really is.  What surprised you the most about Haiti? What surprised me the most 
was the love the orphans showed us. They have NOTHING. One day a boy would be 
wearing a shirt and two days later a different boy would be wearing the same shirt. They 
didn't have their own clothes, their own toys, their own home, or parents, and yet they 

are the most loving people I have ever met. They would wipe sweat 
off of our faces, blow on our sunburns, and share their little snacks 
with us.  What have you been doing since graduation?  Living at 
home and commuting to Great Lakes Institute of Technology where 
I'm studying be an ultrasound technician. Also been working at 
McDonaldôs a few days a week.  Volunteering once a week at my 

church to teach Sunday school to the preschool class.  Would you 
encourage others to attend FCVCS? Definitely!  It is a great at-
mosphere! Itôs great being able to go to school and worship God in 
the morning before you even start your day! I go back and visit on 

days that I can just because I love being there so much!  

ñItôs great being 

able to go to 

school and 

worship God ñ 

ñFCVCS gave 

me a clear 

perspective on 

how a Godly 

woman should 

conduct 

herselfò 
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Interview with Teacher/Athletic Director . . . Mrs. Gillette  

INSIDE THE EAGLEôS NEST 

How long have you 
worked for FCVCS?  
Twenty-one years now.  
What made you ini-
t ia l ly come to 
FCVCS?  When I was 
in college I visited the 
school, then called 
Schooling Pro Rege 

(For the King).  They were in the former Alli-
ance College in Cambridge Springs.  Tim 
Rankin was the occasional (volunteer) Art 
teacher.  I observed him teaching the chil-
dren who were combined in groups of sev-
eral grades together (similar to what we have 
now).  A few years later, after I had gradu-
ated & was married, Bob Thayer asked me 
to pray about coming to teach at the school, 
which had then moved into the Church of 
God gym in Cambridge Springs.  I felt it was 
God providing just the right job for me.   I 
was teaching at Seton Catholic School then, 
but I wanted to start a family and this job 
would only be one day a week.  I started 
teaching in 1988.  Why have you stayed 
here all these years?  Over the years the 
school has changed and grown and so has 
our family.  I have always felt like the school 
valued my family and accommodated our 
needs so that I could minister to the school 
children and my own children.  My schedule 
here has flexed and changed to meet all our 
needs.  When my children began school, 

there has never been any place else Iôve 
wanted them to be educated.  What posi-
tions have you held over the years?  Iôve 
taught Art all the years that I have been 
here, with my schedule growing from 1 day 
to 4 days, over 20 years.  Iôve taught Drama 
as well and directed 4 plays, 3 of them din-
ner theaters.  I started keeping score for 
volleyball about 8 yrs ago, which then 
turned into coaching the JV girls 5 yrs ago.  
That same year I began working as Athletic 
Director with Wendy-Jo Culbertson.  The 
last 3 yrs, Iôve been doing this job alone.  
This year is a whole different schedule.   I 
am responsible for most of the elementary 
general subjects, grades 1 to 5.   I still have 
all the students for Art class (grades 1-12) 
and Iôm teaching Health to grades 7-8.  
Now that you are teaching elementary 
classes, how is that working out?  It is 
very challenging and definitely has taken 
me out of my comfort zone.  The kids and I 
pray every day that we will ALL do our best 
and God is teaching each of us many 
things.  It is definitely not something that I 
had anticipated.   God is full of surprises!  It 
seems like you are at FCVCS a lot in the 
evenings and even on weekends.  Why 
do you give so much of your time?  On 
game nights we are here pretty late, not 
quite so late on practice nights.  Itôs not just 
a job (athletic director).  I love being in-
volved with what my kids enjoy.  Even An-

drew always has his hands on a ball.   
My kids help with clean-up, set-up, etc.   
Even my husband helps.  We do it as a 
family.  I have been putting in more 
weekend time to be prepared for the 
extra classes I am teaching this year.  Do 
you like the new òfacilitated learningó 
that we are doing?  Do you think that 
is better than a traditional classroom?  
The teaching style we are using is really 
a combination of traditional teaching and 
facilitated learning.   The students get a 
lot of individual instruction but also group 
lectures, teaching, and hands-on.  Itôs 
more of a traditional style than we had 
originally anticipated.  I think students are 
getting the best of both worlds.  What 
vision do you have for FCVCS?  I be-
lieve God has ñredeemedò our school for 
a reason, just as He has a perfect plan 
for each of our lives.  I see a lot of poten-
tial within the group of students who are 
here.  I believe each one has been called 
here to be a part of the core group which 
will grow both spiritually and physically to 
impact our area for Christ.  Why should 
kids come to FCVCS?  FCVCS is a 
place to grow spiritually & academically.  
The emphasis on discipleship is stronger 
than ever before.  I think this is timely, as 
it is crucial that we as Christians become 
a greater light in the darkness of our 
world. 

The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) 

gives a clear picture of God's desire for us to help 

those in desperate need wherever we find them. 

After describing how the Samaritan rescued a 

hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus 

told His hearers, "Go and do likewise." 

 

For over 35 years, Samaritan's Purse has done their utmost to follow Christ's com-

mand by going to the aid of the world's poor, sick, and suffering. They are an effective means of reaching hurting people in coun-

tries around the world with food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ.   At Christmas time, they collect 

shoe boxes filled with gifts for children and distribute them overseas.  FCVCS students recently collected shoeboxes for operation 

Christmas Child and filled them with little toys and fun things for kids, as well as essentials like  toothpaste, soap, & school sup-

plies.  These boxes, given in the name of Jesus, are most likely the only gift these needy children will receive.   Thank you, stu-

dents of FCVCS, for thinking of those less fortunate than us during the Christmas season.   

OUTREACH  



CHRISTMAS EDITION  Page 3 

Now Hiring !Now Hiring !Now Hiring !    

We appreciate your support of the ministry here at FCVCS.  As a 

token of our thanks to every donor within the next 30 days, we would 

like to give you a free 12-month subscription to Charisma magazine.  

We pray this magazine will help strengthen your walk with Christ.  

Charisma magazine is the most successful magazine in the US.  Cha-

risma is filled with articles about well-known ministries, solid teach-

ing from respected Christian leaders, a monthly Bible-reading guide and access to an online Bible study as well as book and music 

reviews. In addition to award-winning news coverage, inspirational teachings and hard-hitting commentary, theyôve added a new 

resource:  ñSeeking God: Directions for Your Spiritual Journey.? In each issue, Charisma tackles a different question about faith and 

explores it in-depth.      ( Simply complete the form below and send it to FCVCS along with your gift of support.)   

FREE OFFER !FREE OFFER !FREE OFFER !    

 

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________ in support of the mission of FCVCS.   Please send my free subscription to: 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Offer must be postmarked by January 30, 2010.   



Students from French Creek Valley Christian 
School recently traveled to the Erie City Mis-
sion .  Students sang Christmas songs which 
were well received by the patrons of the mis-
sion.  Older students lead devotions speaking 
from their hearts about various subjects.  
Students enjoyed their lunch and the older 
students were able to fellowship with some of 

the patrons at the mission.     
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Outreach:   Erie City Mission 

YearYearYear---End Information for ContributorsEnd Information for ContributorsEnd Information for Contributors    

INSIDE THE EAGLEôS NEST 

The Erie City Mission encompasses two 
buildings.  One  contains the Hope Center 
for Addiction Treatment.  It is a licensed in-
patient Drug & Alcohol program for men 
and out-patient program for women and 
men. Hope Center also treats Gambling 
Addiction.  
The second building houses the Menôs New 
Life Program and serves the general public 
a meal at noon each day.  

The Mission has endured through two world 
wars, an international depression, many 
foreign war conflicts and numerous reces-
sions. Dedicated staff, financial donors and 
volunteers have kept the doors open to 
meet the ongoing spiritual, physical and 
emotional needs of thousands of persons.  
Thank you FCVCS students for sharing 

your time with those less fortunate! 

As we approach the end of the year, we would like to remind you of several im-

portant tax regulations that could affect the amount of income tax you pay. 

 

Cash contributions to the school up to 50 percent of your adjusted gross income 

are deductible on your tax return if your contribution check is written, dated, and 

postmarked on or before December 31. All three criteria must be met in order for 

us to issue a receipt. We will hold our books open until January 15 so that we can 

issue receipts for contributions postmarked on or before December 31. 

 

Any donation to a charitable organization in the amount of $250 or more must 

have a written acknowledgment from the organization. This means that your can-

celled check will no longer be adequate substantiation for larger contributions. 

Therefore, it is important that you save your tax-deductible receipts if you plan to 

itemize your deductions. 

 

Thank you for your faithful interest in this ministry.  We appreciate your support! 
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Alec Chien is a world renouned 

pianist. . . And a Christian.  Born 

in Hong Kong, Chien earned 

bachelorôs, masterôs and doctoral 

degrees at The Juilliard School. 

He has received numerous world

-wide prizes.  He was chosen by 

Steinway & Sons as one of 25 

artists to perform at Carnegie 

Hall in the celebrations of the 

firm's 135th anniversary. Chien 

has performed in solo recitals, 

chamber music and concertos in 

countries such as Austria, 

Greece, Hong Kong, New Zea-

land, Poland and Taiwan. Mr. 

Chien visited FCVCS recently 

and performed an awesome re-

cital.  Despite the old worn up-

right piano, Chien made it sound 

simply wonderful.  In addition to 

playing, he shared his Christian 

testimony with students.  

FCVCS was blessed to have Mr. 

Chien visit.  It is not often that 

such famous individuals take the 

time to interact with students.  

Among the major orchestras 

with which he has been concerto 

soloist are those in Philadelphia, 

St. Louis, and Pittsburgh, among 

others. In chamber music, he has 

collaborated with the Alexander 

String Quartet members of the 

Philadelphia Orchestra, and the 

New York Philharmonic.  . 

Alec Chien is an artist in resi-

dence and a professor at Alle-

gheny College. He has taught 

humanities and music courses 

while providing instruction to 

piano students. He performs pe-

riodic concerts at the college, 

including performances with the 

Erie (PA) Philharmonic Orches-

tra.  Thanks Mr. Chien for shar-

ing with the students at FCVCS! 

be a vessel that he molds in His hands.  

To be a beacon to a lost and dying world.  

To make a mark on our community. . .  

For Christ!  To equip our children to lead 

future generations and to stand firm in 

their faith!  Can there be any task greater?  

As we look to 2010 we see needs.  We 

need to bring on some more staff to help 

with next semesterôs load.  We need to 

eliminate debt so we can maintain a good 

financial footing.  We need to advertise 

about open houses so we can attract new 

students.  We need to rebuild the scholar-

Wow!  Is 2010 really just around the 

corner?  My how this year has gone by!  

God has been faithful and brought us 

through many trials.  Mountains that 

seemed  immovable, too steep and rugged 

to climb.  Winds blowing, trying to 

sweep us away.  Yet we endured.  We 

continued the fight.  Praise God, He 

brought us through.  2009 is definitely a 

year to remember.  We are also glad to 

put it behind us and move on to 2010 

with a fresh perspective.  A fresh desire 

to serve God and all that He wants.  To 

ship fund so we can provide assistance to 

the many students who need it.  Please  

pray that God will bring more faithful 

supporters to us to help carry the load.  

We thank God that you realize the impor-

tance of this min-

istry and we count 

ourselves blessed 

that you have cho-

sen so support 

these works.  May 

God continue to 

bless you in 2010! 
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Alec Chien visits FCVCSAlec Chien visits FCVCSAlec Chien visits FCVCS    

Remembering the Past . . .  Remembering the Past . . .  Remembering the Past . . .  Looking Forward to 2010Looking Forward to 2010Looking Forward to 2010    
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hirelimochester.co.uk/images/music_symbols.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hirelimochester.co.uk/&usg=__iQapfAfgWLsf8kQAEZAkz8mFzFM=&h=508&w=976&sz=41&hl=en&start=55&tbnid=oGy2ngjmu3ekYM:&tbnh=78&tbnw=149&prev=/
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-REASONS TO SUPPORT FCVCS- 

INSIDE THE EAGLEôS NEST 

Promotion:  Spreading the Word  
Realizing the need to spread the word about French Creek Valley Christian School; 

students recently recycled an old chalkboard into a new tabletop display.    Hinged 

to allow for folding up, this display can be used for outreach at community events 

to advertise our school.   Add this display to a long table with our schoolôs table-

cloth, throw down some literature, and youôve instantly created a top notch, profes-

sional looking display.  Great job guys! 

Students are available to come meet with your church or civic group.  We would 

love the opportunity to talk about the exciting things happening this year at 

FCVCS.   If you would like to meet with us, call the school office at 814-763-3282 

for more information. 

When students sit at the feet of God-fearing teachers and hear the Gospel every day, miracles 

happen. A school that has God's Word at the heart of the curriculum and which aims to turn the 

hearts of its students to their Savior is worthy of your support.  

 

So that the true Word of God may be taught to teenagers and children.  

 

There is a need for a school that promotes and encourages faithful worship habits. We do that at 

FCVCS.  God willing, our students take along good worship habits when they leave here and 

make it their way in life.  

 

So that the next generation may hear the Gospel, we need to have FCVCS for another 30 

years...and then another 30....  

 

Because we need pastors and teachers in our pulpits and classrooms in the future, and because 

FCVCS encourages its students to consider the public ministry, we need to support this school.  

 

God used Martin Luther (1483-1546) to bring truth and purity of doctrine back to the Church. Lu-

ther was a strong advocate of Christian education at all levels. Here is a well-known Luther quote: 

   ñWHERE THE HOLY SCRIPTURE DOES NOT RULE I ADVISE NO ONE TO SEND HIS CHILD...I GREATLY 

FEAR THAT SCHOOLS FOR HIGHER LEARNING ARE WIDE GATES TO HELL IF THEY DO NOT DILIGENTLY  

TEACH THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND IMPRESS THEM ON OUR YOUNG FOLK.ò 

Because Luther was right about the importance of Christian education at all levels, we need to 

have and support FCVCS.  

 

Look around, see the little children in your lives. In a few years these little children will need a 

Christ-centered education. By God's grace FCVCS will be here to provide it. These children and hun-

dreds of others like them are more reasons for us to support the ministry of FCVCS.  

 

God does not say, "support Christian education" anywhere in His Word. But in Proverbs 22:6 he 

says, "TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO, AND WHEN HE IS OLD HE WILL  NOT TURN FROM 

IT." The responsibility for training our children to fear the Lord is primarily the responsibility of the 

parents in the home, but Christian schools are supporting partners in that work. In Matthew 28:19 Jesus 

says, "GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL  NATIONS." This is our mission: to make disciples of our 

young people, to prepare them for lives of Christian service now and for eternity. To obey God's 

command to make disciples, we need to have and support French Creek Valley Christian School. 
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    Spiritual Retreat:  

"Not just a visitation, but a habitation." That was the theme of our 

ñin-houseò spiritual retreat we held on Friday, December 11, 

2009. How do I walk with God from day to day, in the mundane 

things of life? We sought to give our students tools to grow in 

their relationship with the Lord Jesus. 

The day was anything but mundane. We began about noon and continued until ten o'clock that night. We had two different worship 

teams come in for the retreat. It was truly a beautiful thing seeing our students pour out their love on Jesus. We had one young man 

give his life to Jesus for the first time. There were many who yielded more areas of their lives to Christ and still others nailed their 

sins to the cross. 

We discussed the cost of being a disciple out of Luke 14 and John 21 and what it takes to pursue God out of Psalms 24. It was awe-

some watching our kids seek God. I think the greatest testimony of the retreat was the number of students who stood up and shared 

their heart and what Father was speaking to them. And as one of them stated, ñlet us not be like the kings of old who only gave God 

half their heart.ò 

Anyone who does not carry his cross  

and follow me cannot be my disciple.    
Luke 14:27 


